
WELCOME
PACKET 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

1st Battalion, 
31st Field Artillery Regiment 
Proud American Battalion 

“Always First” 
 

 



1-31 FA BN Welcome Letter
Dear 

Welcome to Fort Sill, the 434th Field Artillery Brigade (434 FA BDE), and the 
1st Battalion, 31st Field Artillery Regiment (1-31 FA BN). You are joining a great 
unit during a critical time as we prepare our Army’s newest Soldiers for the 
challenges that face us around the world today. We look forward to your arrival 
and your contributions as a leader in training our Soldiers in Basic Combat 
Training (BCT). 

The Initial Entry Training (IET) environment is unique. The 434 FA BDE is the 
largest “Field Artillery” brigade in our Army, but training the future Field Artillery 
team is only a part of what we do. Specifically, the 434 FA BDE consists of six 
battalions, and 1-31 FA BN is one of five battalions that are purely Basic Combat 
Training (BCT), transforming civilian volunteers into U.S. Army Soldiers. 

The 1-31 FA BN consists of five batteries. As you can imagine, being one of 
five batteries conducting and supporting BCT makes for a very busy, but 
rewarding environment. You will find that you will have an opportunity to 
enhance your leadership skills while performing the critical job of training our 
Army’s newest Soldiers. We are confident that this assignment will be both 
personally beneficial and professionally rewarding. Our Soldiers deserve solid 
leaders and the best training that we can provide. We are sure that you will fit 
right in and lead from the front. 

You will be hearing from your sponsor soon who will be able to answer any 
questions that you may have concerning this assignment. Your sponsor has the 
experience of living in the Lawton/Fort Sill area and can assist in your transition. 
Until then, if you have any specific administrative concerns, please contact the 
Battalion S1 NCOIC at (580) 442-0463, or via email at usarmy.sill.fcoe.list.1-31-
fa-bn-s1@mail.mil. 

We look forward to meeting you and having you join this already outstanding 
team! 

Sincerely, 

HENRY PINEAU         
CSM, USA
Command Sergeant Major

CHRISTOPHER L HANES
LTC, AR
Commanding
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The 1st Battalion, 31st Field Artillery was constituted 5 July 1918 in 
the National Army as the 31stField Artillery and assigned to the 11th 
Division. It was organized at Camp George G. Meade, Maryland 6 
August 1918 but relieved thereafter from its assignment to the 11th 
Division on 30 September 1918. The unit demobilized 9 December 1918 
at Camp George G. Meade, Maryland. 

On 22 July 1929, the 31st FA was reconstituted in the Regular Army 
and assigned to the 2nd Division but was, once again, later relieved on 1 
January 1930 from its assignment to the 2nd Division. 

The Battalion was subsequently assigned to the 7th Division on 1 
July 1940 and activated at Camp Ord, California where it was 
reorganized and re-designated as the 31st Field Artillery Battalion on 1 
October 1940. It underwent another reorganization and re-designation on 
1 July 1957 as the 31st Field Artillery, which was a parent regiment 
under the Combat Arms Regimental System. 

The 31st FA was then withdrawn from the Combat Arms Regimental 
System 16 March 1989, reorganized under the United States Army 
Regimental System, and transferred to the United States Army Training 
and Doctrine Command (TRADOC). 

The unit was re-designated as the 31st Field Artillery Regiment on 1 
October 2005 and began the reactivation process on 1 October 2010, 
attaining operational capacity under the 434th Field Artillery Brigade and 
activated on 11 January 2011. 

Battalion History 



Philippine Presidential Unit Citation 

Republic of Korea Presidential Unit Citation 

The 1st Battalion, 31st Field Artillery is credited with 
participating in multiple campaigns in World War II as well as the 
Korean War. It has been distinguished with several decorations, 
to include the Philippine Presidential Unit Citation and the 
Republic of Korea Presidential Unit Citation on three separate 
occasions. 

These were awarded during numerous operations the unit 
participated in while it was under the 7th Infantry Division. In the 
Korean War, it participated in many conflicts including the UN 
Defensive and Offensive operations of the Korean War in 1950, 
as well as the 1951 UN Counteroffensive, the 2nd and 3rd winters 
of the Korean War. 

The Unit also made its presence known during the 
amphibious assault on Leyte, in The Philippines, and many more 
amphibious strikes in the Island Hopping strategy used during 
WW2 to counter the Japanese hold on the Pacific. 

Unit Awards and 
Campaigns 



LTC Christopher L. Hanes was born in Trenton, MO. In 2002 He received a full ROTC 
scholarship to Central Missouri State University. LTC Hanes received his commission in the US Army 
as an Armor Officer in 2006. 

His formative assignments include Tank Platoon Leader, 2nd Platoon, M Company, 3rd 
Squadron, 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment; Executive Officer M Company, 3rd Squadron, 3rd 
Armored Cavalry Regiment; Scout Platoon Leader, 1st Platoon, K Troop, 3rd Squadron, 3rd Armored 
Cavalry Regiment; Commander D Company, 52nd Infantry Regiment, 1st Stryker Brigade Combat 
Team, 25th Infantry Division; Commander B Troop 5th Squadron, 1st US Cavalry, 1st Stryker Brigade 
Combat Team, 25th Infantry Division; Operations Officer and Executive Officer 1st Squadron, 4th US 
Cavalry, 1st Armored Brigade Combat Team, 1st Infantry Division.

LTC Hanes’s military and civilian education include a Bachelor of Science Degree in Criminal 
Justice from Central Missouri State University, a Master of Arts Degree in Homeland Security from 
American Military University, and a Master of Arts Degree in Operations Planning from the School of 
Advanced Military Studies. He is also a graduate of the Armor Officer Basic Course, Armor Captain 
Career Course, Cavalry Leaders Course, and ILE at the Command and General Staff College. 

LTC Christopher L. Hanes has deployed to Iraq, Afghanistan, and throughout the EUCOM AOR 
ISO Atlantic Resolve. His military awards and decorations include the Bronze Star Medal with OLC 
and V Device, the Purple Heart, Meritorious Service Medal with 3 OLCs, Army Commendation Medal 
with 3 OLC, and the Combat Action Badge. 

LTC Christopher L. Hanes is married to his wife Julie. They have two children. Loralie (14), 
Dalton (11). 

Battalion Commander 



 
 

Command Sergeant Major Henry Pineau hails from Lowell Massachusetts. He entered the 
United States Army in May of 2006 as a 13P MLRS Fire Direction Specialist. He attended both BCT 
and AIT at Fort Sill Oklahoma. He has served in every Fire Direction position from M577 Driver to 
BN Digital Master Gunner. 

As a Senior Non-Commissioned Officer, he was given the opportunity to serve as a Battery 
First Sergeant, Fort Sill USAG First Sergeant, United States Army Personnel Control Facility 1SG, 
Senior Military Science Instructor, Battalion Operations Sergeant Major, and the Field Artillery 
Proponent Office SGM. 

He also has served in a variety of special duty assignments including serving as a Senior Drill 
Sergeant in the 1-40th FA Gauntlet BN, Observer Coach Trainer at Camp Atterbury IN, and as an 
Operations Sergeant for the 3rd Battlefield Coordination Detachment. CSM Pineau is a graduate of 
ever Non-Commissioned Officer professional education course from WLC to the United States Army 
Sergeants Major Academy (Class 73). 

CSM Pineau’s awards include, Meritorious Service Medal (4), Army Commendation Medal (8), 
Air and Space Commendation Medal (1), Army Achievement Medal (5), Iraq Campaign Medal with 
two campaign stars, Afghanistan campaign Medal with two campaign stars, and U.S. Army Drill 
Sergeant Badge. He is also an Honorable member of the Order of Saint Barbara Field Artillery 
Association and has earned Gold Combat Cavalry Spurs. 

CSM Pineau is married to his Wife Sarah and have three lovely dogs.

Command Sergeant 
Major 



  
 Proud American Focus 

Mission: 1-31 FA develops our nation's civilian volunteers into 
lethal, fit, and disciplined Soldiers of character with the confidence 

to immediately integrate, deploy, fight, and win worldwide as a 
member of a team. 



Facebook: 
@ProudAmericanBN (https://facebook.com/ProudAmericanBN)  

Twitter: 
@1_31FA (https://twitter.com/1_31FA) 

Instagram: 
@1_31fa (https://www.instagram.com/1_31fa/) 

Battery Social Media platforms: 
• Alpha Battery Facebook: @A131FA (https://www.facebook.com/A131FA)
• Bravo Battery Facebook: @B131FA (https://www.facebook.com/B131FA)
• Charlie Battery Facebook: @C131FA (https://www.facebook.com/C131FA)
• Delta Battery Facebook: @D131FA (https://www.facebook.com/D131FA)
• Echo Battery Facebook: @E131FA (https://www.facebook.com/E131FA)

Battalion Social Media 

https://facebook.com/ProudAmericanBN
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FORT SILL PHONE DIRECTORY: 
• https://sill-www.army.mil/directory/
• https://mybaseguide.com/installation/fort-sill/phone-directory/

Organizations Telephone Number 
Post Telephone Operator (6a.m. to 5p.m.) 442-8111

Emergency 911 
Police Non-Emergency 442-2101/2102

SHARP 580-917-4277
Building repairs (DPW Helpdesk) 442-4906

Housing repairs 442-3499
Field Officer of the Day 442-4912

Area Code 580 

434th FIELD ARTILLERY BRIGADE PHONE DIRECTORY 
Brigade Adjutant: 580-442-1146 

Brigade S1 NCOIC: 580-442-1230 
Brigade Sponsorship Coordinator: 580-442-2029 

Brigade Staff Duty: 580-442-1273 
Brigade S2: 580-442-0486 

Brigade SHARP: 580-442-2567
Brigade EO: 580-442-4747

Phone Directory 

https://sill-www.army.mil/directory/
https://mybaseguide.com/installation/fort-sill/phone-directory/


FORT SILL WEBSITE: https://sill-www.army.mil/index.html

RELOCATION GUIDE TO FORT SILL: 
https://tradocfcoeccafcoepfwprod.blob.core.usgovcloudapi.net/doc/Fort%
20Sill%20Reception%20SOP%20AUG%2018.pdf

WELCOME CENTER WEBSITE: https://sill-www.army.mil/usag/bldg4700/
index.html 

HOUSING WEBSITE: 
https://sill-www.army.mil/usag/dpw/housing/ 

FAMILY AND MWR: https://sill.armymwr.com/categories 

• ACS
• BOSS
• Community Events
• Conference & Catering
• Travel & Lodging

• CYS (for childcare)
• Financial
• Libraries
• Outdoor Recreation
• Tickets

• Recreation
• Retail
• Social & Dining
• Specialty Services
• Sports & Fitness

MEDICAL WEBSITE: https://www.rach.sill.amedd.army.mil/  

RELIGIOUS SUPPORT ACTIVITIES: https://sill-www.army.mil/usag/rso/ 

EDUCATION: 
• Truman Education Center:  https://sill-www.army.mil/usag/dhr/tec/ 
• (On Post) Freedom Elementary: https://freedom.lawtonps.org/
• (Off Post) Lawton Public Schools: https://www.lawtonps.org/276076_2
• (Off Post) Cache Public Schools: https://www.cacheps.org/
• (Off Post) Elgin Public Schools: http://elginps.sharpschool.net/

VISITOR CONTROL CENTER (VCC):  
https://sill.armymwr.com/programs/visitor-control-cent 

FORT SILL PUBLICATIONS: https://sill-www.army.mil/USAG/publications.html 

Essential Resources 

https://sill-www.army.mil/
https://sill.armymwr.com/programs/welcome
https://sill-www.army.mil/usag/bldg4700/
https://www.housing.army.mil/default.aspx#!pg=post&sp=welcome
https://sill-www.army.mil/75th_field_artillery_brigade/docs/welcome_hso.pdf
https://sill.armymwr.com/categories
https://sill.armymwr.com/categories/community-support
https://sill.armymwr.com/categories/service-members
https://sill.armymwr.com/categories/community-events
https://sill.armymwr.com/categories/conference-and-catering
https://sill.armymwr.com/categories/cys-services
https://sill.armymwr.com/categories/financial
https://sill.armymwr.com/categories/libraries
https://sill.armymwr.com/categories/outdoor-recreation
https://sill.armymwr.com/categories/recreation
https://sill.armymwr.com/categories/retail
https://sill.armymwr.com/categories/social-and-dining
https://sill.armymwr.com/categories/specialty-services
https://sill.armymwr.com/categories/sports-and-fitness
https://sill.armymwr.com/categories/tickets
https://sill.armymwr.com/categories/travel-and-lodging
https://www.rach.sill.amedd.army.mil/
https://sill-www.army.mil/usag/rso/
https://sill-www.army.mil/usag/dhr/tec/
https://freedom.lawtonps.org/
https://www.lawtonps.org/276076_2
https://www.cacheps.org/
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In-Processing Ft. Sill 



In-Processing 1-31 FA 



WELCOME 
CENTER 

434 FA BDE 

Directions 



Directions to 1-31 FA BN 
• From I-44

o Between 0500-1500 on a weekday:
 Exit at Key Gate (East)
 Enter Fort Sill on Sheridan Rd 

heading east
 (FOLLOW THE SOLID RED LINE)
 Take a right at Rothwell St
 1-31 FA BN is in Ferris Hall which is 

the third building on the left
 Take a right on Rothwell St

• From Bentley Gate
o Follow Sheridan Rd and follow the above 

instructions through Key Gate
• From Scott Gate

o Follow Fort Sill Blvd
o Take a right on Sheridan Rd and follow 

the above instructions through Key Gate

Directions 

Address: 5960 Rothwell St. Fort Sill, OK 73503



PCS with Children 



PCS with Children 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Lawton, Oklahoma is where Fort Sill Is located, and is a town built 
around the base and its retiree community. The closest cities are 
Oklahoma City, Norman, and Tulsa within Oklahoma, and Dallas/Fort 
Worth in Texas. 
 
 
Driving Distance: 
• Norman: 1 hour 20 minutes 
• Oklahoma City: 1 hour 30 minutes 
• Tulsa: 3 hours 
• Dallas/Fort Worth: 3 hours 

Nearby Cities 



 
 
 

Oklahoma has a deep rooted history in Native American Tribes such as 
the Comanche, and as such, there are many casinos, tribe events and 
more throughout the year. The events are usually referred to as 
“PowWows” and happen annually. 

 
Another big attraction in Oklahoma are the festivals including craft beer or 
music related, that take place throughout the state and especially 
Oklahoma City. There are also many concerts throughout the year in 
Oklahoma City, Norman, and Dallas that you can enjoy. 

 
 

Concert locations to look 
for: Riverwind Casino 
Tower Theatre 
Hard Rock Hotel and 
Casino 

Bank of Oklahoma Center 
89th Street Collective 
Diamond Ballroom 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.travelok.com  
www.visitokc.com 
https://www.everfest.com/lists/oklahoma 
https://www.vividseats.com/region/oklahoma/concert-tickets.html 

Fairs and Events  

http://www.travelok.com/
http://www.visitokc.com/
https://www.everfest.com/lists/oklahoma
https://www.vividseats.com/region/oklahoma/concert-tickets.html


 
 
 

Oklahoma and Dallas are full of college and athletic sporting events to enjoy 
throughout the year. The University of Oklahoma is in Norman, which is about 
an hour and 15 minutes north of Lawton, and there are professional sports 
franchises in both Oklahoma City and Dallas. 

 
Sports Entertainment within driving distance of FT Sill/Lawton: 

• Oklahoma Sooners 
• Oklahoma City Thunder (NBA) 
• Oklahoma State Cowboys  

• TCU Horned Frogs 
• SMU Mustangs 

• Dallas Cowboys/Rangers/Mavericks/Stars 
 
There are also rodeos and other sports/races held throughout the area. 

Sports Entertainment 



 
 
 
There are numerous hunting, fishing, and hiking opportunities around Ft Sill and 
the surrounding area. 
 
Highlights include: 
• Fishing: LETRA (Lake Elmer Thomas Recreation Area) 
• Hiking: Wichita Mountains National Wildlife Refuge 
• Shooting Range: Ft Sill Rod and Gun Club 

 
The Ft Sill MWR locations and opportunities can be read at this link: 
https://sill.armymwr.com/categories/outdoor-recreation  
 
Ft Sill Hunting and Fishing Regulations: 
• Recreational Use of Natural Resources on Fort Sill 
• Deer and Elk Hunting on Fort Sill  
• Recreational rules and laws: https://sill-

www.army.mil/assets/docs/home/fishing-hunting- guidance.pdf 

Sports Entertainment 

https://sill.armymwr.com/categories/outdoor-recreation
https://sill-www.army.mil/assets/docs/home/fishing-hunting-guidance.pdf
https://sill-www.army.mil/assets/docs/home/fishing-hunting-guidance.pdf


 
 
 
 

   Commissary: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

Post Exchange (PX): 
 

PX/Commissary 
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