
FORT SILL LEGAL ASSISTANCE 

SECONDARY DEPENDENCY 

There are times when your dependents may include more than your spouse and 
children. These added dependents can increase your financial responsibilities. If you’re 
responsible for the financial support of other family members, you may be eligible to add 
them as your secondary dependents. 
Preparing and submitting applications to have eligible persons included as your 
secondary dependents can ensure you receive the benefits and allowances you and 
your dependents are entitled to. These may include: 

• Increased Basic Allowance for Housing (BAH) not to exceed full BAH with 
dependents 

• Uniformed Services Identification and Privileges Card 
• Travel allowances 

Who can be secondary dependents? 
Secondary (non-primary) dependents can include: 

• Parent, parent-in-law, step-parent, parent by adoption, or any person who 
stood ‘in-loco parentis’ (in the place of a parent) to you for at least five years 
prior to your emancipation. 

• Unmarried children ages 21 and 22 who are enrolled in an accredited 
institution of higher education on a full-time basis. 

• Ward of the court, unmarried, and placed in the permanent legal physical 
custody of the member, or if not permanent custody for a period of at least 12 
consecutive months. 

• Unmarried child over age 21 incapable of self-support because of mental 
or physical incapacity that occurred while the child was considered a 
dependent of yours as a member or retired member, or is considered the 
dependent of a deceased member (while under age 21 or under age 23 and a 
full-time student). 

To qualify as a secondary dependent, the individual’s income, not including your 
contribution, must be less than one-half of the actual living expenses. The law requires 
the individual to be ‘in fact’ dependent on you, the service member. Your contribution 
must be more than one-half of the dependent’s actual monthly living expenses. 
Documentation to prove living expenses and your contribution must ALWAYS be 
provided. 
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This Information Paper provides only basic information and is not intended to 
serve as a substitute for personal consultation with a Legal Assistance Attorney. 
To schedule an appointment with a Legal Assistance Attorney, please contact the 
Legal Assistance Office at (580) 442-5058. The Fort Sill Legal Assistance Office is 
located on the 4th Floor of Building 4700 (Welcome Center) at 4700 Mow-Way 
Road, Fort Sill, Oklahoma 73503. 


	Who can be secondary dependents?

